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Learn from Civex

WHAT IS PROFIT FOCUSED?

Being profit focused comes under the idea that a 
corporation's board has a fiduciary duty to shareholders, 
meaning that the board, as it makes decisions, is 
accountable to shareholders.

HOW DOES PROFIT FOCUSED APPEAR IN PROXY 
VOTING?

Proposals can touch on alignment between corporate 
values and political activity, or director conflict of interest, 
or reporting on the financial impact of voluntary 
sustainability policy.

RECENT EXAMPLES

● Exxon Mobil Corp faced a shareholder proposal to 
Report on Voluntary Environmental Expenditures.  
The shareholder wants to understand the incurred 
costs and associated benefits that have accrued to 
shareholders (3/21).

● Costco had a recent proposal asking for a 
Charitable Giving Report as corporate giving should 
ultimately enhance shareholder value. Many view 
the current disclosure as insufficient in allowing the 
Company's Board and shareholders to evaluate the 
proper use of corporate assets by outside 
organizations. Some of the receiving causes or 
organizations may be deemed controversial (1/22).

How You Can Make An Impact: 

Get involved. Sign up for the Civex 
email and access for the forthcoming 
app.  As a shareholder you can 
ensure the companies you’re 
invested in hear your voice. We now 
see unions, state comptroller's, 
retirement fund managers, 
foundations, and even religious 
organizations using the power of 
their shares to tell corporations 
what’s important to them.
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